
Lesson Plan: Teaching Multimedia 

Name: Jordyn Kiel  
School: Francis Howell North High School/Kent State University 
City, State: St. Charles, MO   

Title: Building the Multimedia Toolbox: Videolicious (application) 

Course: Intro Journalism or Intro Photojournalism  

Camptasia link for Videolicious and assignment (Day 2): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PU5NNZQ0K-M 

Unit Overview: 

Over the course of the semester, students will work through a series of mini-lessons, which will 
help them develop their “multimedia toolbox.” These lessons will occur in between larger 
writing units, such as feature writing and news writing. The goal of this unit is for students to 
understand the ways that multimedia enhances storytelling and all forms of news production. In 
2016, our students have to understand that journalism is so much more than writing and design. 
In this age, our students must tell a story from all angles and across platforms. Multimedia 
provides journalists with an opportunity to take journalism to the next level, to provide the 
audience with more. This unit will give them the knowledge they need to make that happen and 
grow beyond intro courses. Tools taught will include the following: Videolicious (this lesson), 
basic shooting tips, basic Photoshop, Audioboom, Storify, Thinglink, Flipagram, Infographics 
(Infogr.am, Piktochart, Easel.ly), https://timeline.knightlab.com/, Polldaddy, Mapbuilder and 
Flipagram. The students will also keep a free Wordpress blog to house all of their created 
materials after each mini-lesson.  

The class will be taught over the course of a semester: roughly 90 50-minute class periods. At the 
end of the semester, students will complete a group story package, which involves them choosing 
from the tools they have learned throughout the semester.  

A preview of the unit:  

• The introduction powerpoint: https://goo.gl/2JKtuz 
• Examples of multimedia projects: http://fhntoday.com/ruleof3/ 
• Final (end of unit) project description: https://goo.gl/JsqTky 
• Some of the past results of the project: http://fhntoday.com/category/introstories/ 
• Photo Composition Tips: https://goo.gl/EzUW0Q 

 

Overview and Rationale: 

This particular lesson will be the second multimedia tool that students learn. Videolicious is a 
user-friendly video tool for students who are not familiar with a DSLR video camera or shooting 



video in general who want to produce nice quality video footage to accompany stories and 
provide additional coverage. The tool is an application for phones, but is also accessible on the 
web. Students will spend one day learning beginning video techniques and planning for their 
footage and another day shooting and editing. This lesson will only be used as training for when 
they use the tool for actual coverage and storytelling.  

Objective: 

Students will know what Videolicious is, understand how to use it and be able to use it to tell a 
story.  

Goals for Understanding 

• Students will understand the basic dos and don’ts of video composition 
• Students will understand how to use the Videolicious application 
• Students will be able to piece together footage to tell a story, making use of clear voice-

overs and well composed video footage.   

Essential Questions:  

• Why is multimedia important in journalism?  
• How can video add to coverage?  
• What does good video footage look like?  
• What do news consumers need and want to see in videos?  

Overviews and Timeline: 

Activity 1 (One 50-minute class—can extend if needed): Overview of Video and 
Storyboarding 

*At this point in the semester, the students will have already learned photo composition basics, 
using the powerpoint above.  

1. Teacher will go through the beginning of this slideshow and teach the acronyms and basic 
types of shots: https://goo.gl/FJzLst (Adapted from the JEA Curriculum). Students will take their 
own notes.  

To accompany the explanation of shots, the teacher will show video clips from the Academy of 
Scholastic Broadcast Video “Video Coach: Shooters Guide to Interviewing, which shows a 
variety of different shots and how to achieve them.  

2. Teacher will introduce the concept of storyboarding and planning for shooting using this 
document: https://goo.gl/pakvr7 

After explaining what storyboarding is, the teacher will show a verbal example of storyboarding 
with this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_O978TVXaQ 



 

3. As an additional activity for the remainder of class, students will work backwards and try to 
storyboard something that has already been created. The will storyboard the following story 
individually: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_FuroXqx7w 

 
Activity 2 (One 50-minute class): Learning Videolicious 

1. Teacher should give students the assignment the previous day to download the Videolicious 
app on their phones. If students don’t have phones, the teacher should provide Ipads and Ipods 
for classroom use. Students can download the app in class, if timing works out that way.   

2. Teacher should show students some professional uses of the app with this site: 
https://videolicious.com/examples 

3. Teacher should show tutorial of how to use the app with this site: https://videolicious.com/ 

4. Introduce the activity for the day. Teacher should provide cookies, icing, sprinkles and other 
baking materials. The goal is for students to create a Videolicious video in groups of three using 
a variety of shots, clean voiceovers and steady video. They will shoot the video on their phones, 
ipads or ipods. The students will get a participation grade on this activity, as it is just for practice. 
The teacher can pre-set the groups or let students choose.  

The video topic: How to decorate the perfect cookie 

5. Before shooting, students should storyboard and write a short script. The video must be at 
least one minute long.  

6. Once the students have scripted, they can shoot/decorate, record, edit in the app and save.  

Here’s the assignment sheet: https://goo.gl/lQOya3 

Activity 3 (1-3 50-minute classes): The Video  

1.Show the cookie videos to the class. The students can get the videos to the teacher in a variety 
of ways. The best way would be to have them share them to the teacher’s email through the app.  

2.The student’s will be shooting a short profile of one of their classmates on Videolicious. They 
should provide a storyboard, script and a 2-3 minute video profile on their classmate they are 
paired with. They will have plan time for one class period, film time for one class period and 
outside class time for shooting one night. A description can also be found in the powerpoint from 
Activity 1. Here is an assignment sheet: https://goo.gl/NgXOC8 

3.They will start the planning process with a 21-question interview using these guiding questions 
to find a focus for their video story: https://goo.gl/41h1SD 



4. All videos should be embedded onto student blogs at the completion of the video using the 
Videolicious embed code.  

4.Provide a share day for videos at the completion of the process.  

Here are some examples of what the Videolicious could look like:  

• http://fhntoday.com/2015/03/10/confluence-academy-students-shadow-at-fhn-2/ 
• http://fhntoday.com/2015/03/04/foods-ii-classes-make-savory-spaghetti/ 
• http://fhntoday.com/2015/03/02/laura-montgomerys-final-year-at-fhn/ 

Assessment:  

The assessment will be their short profile on Videolicious. Here is the rubric: 
https://goo.gl/ge7Oxf 

Next:  

The next multimedia tool that the students will learn is AudioBoom. They will conduct a podcast 
interview with a different partner.  

References:  

JEA Curriculum (resources public for members only) 

Video: Academy of Scholastic Broadcast Video “Video Coach: Shooters Guide to Interviewing 

Web Links:  

• http://fhntoday.com/ruleof3/ 
• http://fhntoday.com/category/introstories/ 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_O978TVXaQ 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_FuroXqx7w 
• https://videolicious.com/examples 

 
 
How this applies to #TeachMM:  

• Building multimedia toolbox 
• Video techniques (for beginners) 
• Leads into other learning, such as AudioBoom 
• Students run their own blogs 

 



 


